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THUNGELA LAUNCHES FISH BREEDING FACILITY IN MPUMALANGA 
 
Today, Thungela celebrates an innovative fish breeding facility at the Loskop Dam Nature Reserve 

in Mpumalanga, commissioned to restore aquatic life in the Wilge-Olifants river catchment 

following the unfortunate uncontrolled release of mine-impacted water from Khwezela Colliery’s 

Kromdraai site on 14 February 2022. 

 

Thungela committed to rehabilitating the areas affected by this overflow and took full accountability 

to do what was necessary to restore the ecosystem. Through partnerships with the relevant 

stakeholders, Thungela developed a rehabilitation plan approved by the Department of Water and 

Sanitation, which included various activities aimed at restoring the environment, with particular 

emphasis on enhancing biodiversity to levels beyond those prior to the incident.  

 

Through close collaboration with the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA) and leading 

aquatic scientists in South Africa, Thungela embarked on a path to execute the plan successfully. 

Amongst the activities contained in the plan was to speed up the recovery of the fish population to 

restore biodiversity in the Wilge-Olifants River catchment, which resulted in the commissioning of 

the fish breeding facility we are unveiling today. 
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July Ndlovu, CEO of Thungela, said, “I am proud to witness the fulfilment of the commitment that 

we, as a responsible coal miner, made in 2022. To be able to implement all aspects of the 

rehabilitation plan, which has led to the restoration of the environment to even better conditions 

than we found it – is the legacy we want to leave. We hold ourselves to the highest standards as 

set out in our Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) Framework.” 

 

“Our dedication to this initiative has helped us achieve our objective of minimising impact on the 

environment to achieve sustainable outcomes where we operate, and we are thrilled that the 

partnerships we have formed with the MTPA will extend well beyond the river system’s ultimate 

revival. We anticipate that this facility will become a hub for research in endemic species into the 

future and that the MTPA will run the facility to benefit other river systems,” said Ndlovu.  

 

With water quality having returned to pre-incident levels and a resurgence in macro invertebrate 

activity observed, the time is right to replenish fish stocks. Through the fish breeding project, up to 

sixteen native fish species will be re-introduced to the river system. These will be released as part 

of the launch celebration, and we will continue to breed and release fish until monitoring indicates 

that fish diversity and population density have returned to pre-incident levels. 

 

In addition, Thungela has forged partnerships with other authorities, the farming community and 

members of society, embodying a shared vision for environmental stewardship and the well-being 

of neighbouring communities. This initiative not only contributes to the improvement of biodiversity 

in the area but also highlights Thungela's dedication to environmental restoration and sustainability 

- demonstrating the Company’s accountability and commitment to being a responsible steward of 

the environment. 

 

Mduduzi Vilakazi, CEO of Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency, commends the collaboration: 

"Our partnership with Thungela showcases the significance of united efforts in conserving our 

region's valuable natural resources and enhancing community livelihoods. This partnership sets a 

precedence that ensures sustainable use of resources to benefit our communities. The best way 

to conserve nature is through such strategic collaborations with established economic entities that 

invest in environmental appreciation.” 

 

The fish breeding facility is among several of Thungela's conservation endeavours, including the 

introduction of renewable energy solutions and advanced water treatment systems to protect the 

environment, particularly during periods of low rainfall in the area.  

 

We are committed to continuously share updates on the rehabilitation measures to rectify the 

environmental impact and averting future occurrence, with an end goal of achieving full ecological 

revival that reflects a return to pre-incident biodiversity and water quality levels. 

 

ENDS 

 

 

For further information, please contact:  

 

Hulisani Rasivhaga   

Head of Communication 

hulisani.rasivhaga@thungela.com   

083 370 2327   
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Bokgabo Tlhaku  

External Communication Manager  

Bokgabo.Tlhaku@thungela.com   

082 532 4406 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Editor’s note:  
 
Thungela, which means ‘to ignite’ in isiZulu, is a large pure-play producer and exporter of thermal 
coal based on aggregate coal reserves and marketable coal production, operating in South Africa 
and Australia.  
 
The Group owns interests in and produces its thermal coal from seven mining operations located 
in the Mpumalanga province of South Africa, which consist of both underground and opencast 
mines, namely Goedehoop, Greenside, Isibonelo, Khwezela, AAIC (operating the Zibulo Colliery), 
Mafube Coal Mining (operating the Mafube Colliery) and Butsanani Energy (owning the 
independently operated Rietvlei Colliery).  
 
In 2023, Thungela, through its subsidiary Sungela, acquired 85% of the Ensham Coal Mine in 
Queensland, Australia, marking a significant move towards executing one of the Group’s strategic 
pillars of geographic diversification. Ensham is an underground operation, and it is the latest 
addition to Thungela’s portfolio.  
 
The establishment of Thungela Marketing International in the United Arab Emirates underscores 
Thungela’s commitment to capturing the full margin on our products and engagement with the 
global commodities market as a global coal producer.   
 
In other parts of the value chain, Thungela holds a 50% interest in Phola Coal Processing Plant, 
and a 23% indirect interest in Richard’s Bay Coal Terminal. The terminal is one of the world’s 
leading coal export terminals, with an advanced 24-hour operation and a design capacity of 
91Mtpa. 
 
Thungela is committed to operating in a responsible way to ignite value for a shared future. We 
want to ensure that our mining activities positively impact our employees, shareholders and the 
communities where we operate. 
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